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Reply Brief 

Sir: 



This is in reply to the Examiner's answer mailed 07/25/2006 in j 
the above-identified patent application. \ 

The examiner has admitted that there is no motivation to 
combine Reese and Altoz et al . 

j 

The examiner has stated that the plate 10 in Reese is 

"adapted" by virtue of its configuration to be attached to an "i 

exterior surface of an aircraft to close an opening and effect 

heat transfer. However, there is no disclosure of the plate 

10 of Reese being attached to an exterior surface of an 

aircraft to close an opening. The suggestion to use the plate \ 

10 to attach to an exterior surface of an aircraft to close an 

opening only comes after reading applicants' patent 

application. In accordance with MPEP 2111.04, the "adapted 

to" phrase of the claim is clearly deserving of patentable 



0 



weight. See also In re Venezia 189 USPQ 149 (CCPA 1976). 
Claim 1 explicitly claims an aircraft component comprising a 
first section adapted to be attached at an exterior surface of 
an aircraft to close an access opening through the exterior 
surface. Reese does not disclose an aircraft component and 
Reese does not disclose a component adapted to be attached at 
an exterior surface of an aircraft to close an access opening 
through the exterior surface, Reese does not "anticipate" the 
features recited in claim 1. Therefore, claim 1 is patentable 
over Reese . 

Respectfully submitted, 
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